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April 8, 2008

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate

SH-331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0504

RE: Point Reyes National Seashore
Dear Senator Feinstein:

We are writing you about the situation at Point Reyes National Seashore and our deep
concern that the shellfish industry and its lobbyists have made inappropriate personal
attacks against Superintendent Don Neubacher and Park Scientist Dr. Sarah Allen.
Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER) is a national alliance of
local, state, and federal resource professionals. PEER supports public employees in their
unique responsibilities as stewards of the environment. These government employees
often serve as the front line in defense of our country’s natural resources, and bring
unmatched knowledge and experience to this task.

According to media report reports, there is enormous pressure on the National Park
Service to change its position on Drakes Estero and its designation as potential
wilderness. One of PEER’s primary concerns is that this pressure on the National Park
Service may result in adverse employment consequences for employees such as
Superintendent Neubacher and Dr. Allen, whose duty is to defend the natural resources of
the Park and the statutory designation of the Estero. Indeed, it is the duty of all National
Park Service employees to protect the natural resources held in trust for the public, and
Superintendent Neubacher and Dr. Allen are doing their jobs by trying to protect these
resources. PEER unequivocally supports these employees’ efforts to ensure that park
resources are fully protected as required by law.

We understand that there is significant scientific research suggesting that oyster
operations have negative impacts on the environment. The efforts of Point Reyes
National Seashore to address these impacts and to initiate a public discussion about the
impacts should be applauded. The Park has also agreed to fund a broader National
Academy of Sciences study on the effects of oyster farming in Drakes Estero. Despite
these efforts, the shellfish industry has launched ad hominem public relations attack on
the Park staff involved.
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